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 Meridian Healthcare offers the very best in residential  
 and nursing care in Stalybridge … 

 
Our Holme Lea Care Centre and Stamford Court Nursing and Care 
Centre offer the very best in residential, nursing and respite  (short term) 
care for those times when you and your family need assistance. 

 
Our Care Centres offer high quality care provided by well-trained staff in a 
caring, relaxing and friendly atmosphere where you or a member of your 
family will feel welcome and safe. 

 
Whether you require a little help whilst your family is on holiday, supportive 
5-star treatment for a short period or you would like to discuss longer term 
accommodation with us we would be delighted to hear from you. 

 
Telephone Holme Lea  0161 338 5187 

Stamford Court  0161 303 9955 
  or visit our web site on www.meridiancare.co.uk  
 

 
 
 

St George’s 

Parish Church 

Stalybridge 

Diocese of Manchester    
    

 
 

 
 
 

September 2010  

Alternatively, complete the form attached and send 
FREEPOST to: Meridian Healthcare Ltd, FREEPOST, 
NAT20841, Hyde, Cheshire, SK14 5YA 

 
Please send me further details of: 
Residential Care at Holme Lea    �      Stamford Court   �   
Respite Care at Holme Lea          �     Stamford Court   �  
Nursing Care at Stamford Court                                     �  
Name: …………………………………………………………….. 
Address: …………………………………………………………... 
Postcode: ………………………..Phone: ………………………... 
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St George’s Church Stalybridge 
 

Clergy  
Vicar Revd Ian Stubbs 338 2368 
Curates Revd Philip Brierley 303 0809 
 Revd Keith Stewart 303 7483 
   
Associate Priest Revd Doreen 

Broadbent 
330 9085 

   
Wardens Mrs Nancy Nield 338 4985 
 Ms Janet Vidler 303 7689 
   
P.C.C. Secretary Mrs Margaret Smith 338 3702 
   
Treasurer Mrs Julianna Stewart 303 7483 
   
Magazine Editor Mrs Linda Hurst 330 0518 
   
Worship   
Sunday   
  8.30 a.m. Holy Communion 
10.45 a.m. Sung Communion and Sunday School  

(4th Sunday – Family Service) 
 

18.00 p.m. Evening Service 
Monday   
  3.15 p.m. for 3.45 p.m. Children’s Service 
Tuesday   
10.30 a.m. Holy Communion  
 
To receive Communion at home when you are sick or housebound, or to 
have the name of a departed friend or relation entered in the Book of 
Remembrance, please contact one of the clergy or Wardens. 
 
For Baptisms, marriages and funerals please phone t he Vicarage 
and follow the information given . 

Readings and Psalms for September 2010 
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Sun 5th  14th Sunday after Trinity  
   8.30 Deuteronomy 30.15-end; Luke 14.25-33 
 10.45 Deuteronomy 30.15-end; Psalm 1; Philemon 

1-21; Luke 14.25-33  
 18.00 Psalm 121; Isaiah 43.14-44.5; John 5.30-end 
Tues 7th      10.30 1 Corinthians 6.1-11;Psalm 5.5-9a; Luke 6.12-19 
   
Sun 12 th   15th Sunday after Trinity  
   8.30 Exodus 32.7-14; Luke 15.1-10 
 10.45 Exodus 32.7-14; Psalm 51.1-11; 1 Timothy 

1.12-17; Luke 15.1-10 
 18.00 Psalms 124,125; Isaiah 60; John 6.51-69  
   
Tues 14th    10.30 Philippians 2.6-11; Psalm 22.23-28;John 3.13-17 
   
Sun   19th 16th Sunday after Trinity  
   8.30 Amos 8.4-7; Luke 16.1-13 
 10.45 Amos 8.4-7; Psalm 113; 1 Timothy 2.1-7; Luke 

16.1-13 
 18.00 Ezra 1; John 7.14-36 
   
Tues 21st  10.30 Proverbs 3.13-18; Psalm 119.65-72; Matthew 

9.9-13 
   
Sun 26 th 17th Sunday after Trinity 

Harvest & Back to Church Sunday  
  8.30 Deuteronomy 26.1-11; John 6.25-35 
 10.45 Deuteronomy 26.1-11; John 6.25-35  

Worship For All 
 15.00 Deuteronomy 8.7-18; Luke 12.16-30 

Service for Senior Citizens 
   
Tues 28th 10.30 Job 3.1-3,11-17,20-23; Psalm 88.14-19; Luke 

9.51-56 
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People know that at its core, Christianity  
has something good to offer the human 
race.  At the same time, many have a 
sense that they are alone in being a 
"thinking" Christian and that "salvaging" 
Christianity is a hopeless task. What is 
needed is a safe environment where 
people have permission to ask the 
questions they've always wanted to ask 
but have been afraid to voice for fear of being thought a heretic.  
 
Living the Questions is a 21-week DVD and web-based small group study 
exploring beyond the traditions and rote theologies in which so many people 
and local churches seem to be stuck.  Ideal for Christian invitation, initiation 
and spiritual formation, Living the Questions will help seekers and "church 
regulars" alike in discovering the significance of Christianity in the 21st 
Century and what a meaningful faith can look like i n today's world.  
THEMES 
    Invitation to Journey 
1. An Invitation to 
Journey 
2. Taking the Bible    
    Seriously 
3. Thinking 
Theologically 
4. Stories of Creation 
5. Lives of Jesus 
6. A Passion for 
Christ: Paul 
7. Out into the World:  
Challenges Facing       
Progressive Christians 
 

Reclaiming the World 
8. Restoring 
Relationships 
9. The Prophetic Jesus 
10. Evil, Suffering &  A 
God of Love 
11. The Myth of  
Redemptive Violence 
12. Debunking the 
Rapture  
13. Practicing 
Resurrection 
14. Reclaiming the 
World 
 

Call to Covenant 
15. A Kingdom without 
Walls 
16. Social Justice: 
Realizing God’s Vision 
17. Incarnation: Divinely 
Human 
18. Prayer: Intimacy with 
God 
19. Compassion: The 
Heart of Jesus’ Ministry 
20. Creative 
Transformation  
21. Embracing Mystery  
 

 
The format of each session includes a video, guided discussion, spiritual 
exercises and Bible study.  The 20 minute videos for each session include 
conversation, sermon clips, lecture excerpts, and spiritual exercises for 
practical applications (including different forms of prayer and meditation, 
movement). The overall theme is that of faith as a journey, not a 
destination,   
 
For more information contact Ian at 0161 338 2368 o r come along to 
taster session at 7.30pm at St George’s on Monday 6 th September. 
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A professional catering 

and floristry service 
offering competitive prices 
on buffets and bouquets 
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Contact Lesley Jackson: 
318 WAKEFIELD ROAD, HEYROD, 

STALYBRIDGE, SK15 3BY 

tel / fax :  0161 338 3506 
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                1st August 

Harley & Madison Hulme, West Avenue, Stalybridge 
Thomas Daniel Seymour, Lambert Street, Ashton under Lyne 
15th August 
Caitlin Holly Whaley, Lark Hill, Stalybridge 
Isla Taryn Kirkham, St George’s Street, Stalybridge 

     29th August 
     Kian Christopher O’Connor, North End Road,  Stalybridge 
     Abbie Isabelle Hodson, Miller Court, Stalybridge 
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  13th August 
Andrew Holian & Gemma Barber 
29th August  

 Stuart Baxter & Charlene (Charley) Bradbury 
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BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE 
To have the name of a loved one entered into this special book, and                                                                                                
remembered in our intercessions for their anniversary, please have 

a word with one of the wardens or one of the clergy. 
 

The cost for the special inscription is £7.50 per entry 

From the Vicar 
Labours of the Month 

Part of each annual holiday we 
try to spend with family in 
Devon and Wiltshire – our 
families are spread about but 
my father, brothers and 
families live in Wiltshire and 
Helen’s sister and my son Will 
and his partner in Devon. 

This year we had some space 
to enjoy the sea and sailing in 
Devon and then the 
countryside in Wiltshire. A walk 

along the Kennet and Avon canal led to our picking sloes and bringing 
them home to make sloe gin; this in turn inspired damson jam making 
and onion pickling. These were things my mother did every autumn 
(though not the sloe gin),activities that she  inherited from her mother 
and grandmother. As I waited for my jam to reach its rolling boil and 
start my first saucer test I thought about my Mum and it felt that I was 
following a long tradition, not just that of my own family, but going 
back many, many years in this country  

In the medieval world, beautifully illustrated in Books of Hours or in 
sculpture in ancient churches (such as Canterbury Cathedral), tiny 
figures, dig, prune, chop, sow, mow, reap, tread each in their allotted 
month. These are know as the Labours of the Months. They vary in 
their context but a typical simple scheme was: 

·  December/January - Feasting 

·  February - Sitting by the fire, warming hands 

·  March - Pruning trees, or digging 

·  April - Planting, enjoying the country or picking flowers 

·  May - Hawking, making music, courting 

·  June - Hay harvest 

1 Sep Thomas Martin 1974  10 Sep Boris Buckley 2006 
2 Sep Ida Mawdsley 1998  23 Sep Harold Barnfield 1992 
 Mabel Ethel Shaw 1988   Mary Louise Harris 1975 
4 Sep Eric Clegg 1993  24 Sep Harry Mitchell Lister 1929 
5 Sep Betty Denby 1963   George Ronald Scott 1979 
 Ruth Sutton 1997  28 Sep Alma Cuttle 1985 
7 Sep George Sayce 1985   Mary Jane Higgins  2005 
 Mary Sidebottom 1987  29 Sep Harry Rawsterne 2009 
8 Sep Harold Thwaites 1957  30 Sep Reginal Aldred 1998 
9 Sep William Grimshaw 1974     

 



·  July - wheat harvest 

·  August - wheat threshing 

·  September - Grape harvest 

·  October - ploughing or sowing 

·  November - gathering acorns for pigs 

·  December - killing the pig, baking bread, feasting 

I love the interval in April/May for picking flowers, making music and 
courting. Interspersed into this agricultural cycle was the liturgical year 
and the pattern of saints and holy days, with the ‘red letter’ days of joyful 
celebration picked out in red ink. 

In our 21st century world one month is like another. Fruit and vegetables 
are flown in daily from Kenya and Spain so we have lost touch with the 
rhythms of the agricultural and horticultural year with its hopes and 
fears, triumphs and despairs as well as with the drama of the liturgical 
year with its joys and sorrows, its death and new life. 

For a time, picking sloes, making sloe gin and damson jam puts me 
back in touch with the world of the Hours with their connectedness and 
attentiveness. 

Theirs was a world where time was accounted for, each second 
precious; instead of hearing, one listened; instead of seeing, one 
looked; instead of tasting, one savoured; instead of touching one felt. 
‘Listen’, said St Benedict, ‘listen with the ear of your heart’. (*) 

Join us for Harvest Festival at 10.45 on Sunday September 26th. Bring 
along some of your home made produce – and your sloe gin! 

Ian 
(*) Quote from “The Morville Hours” by Katherine Swift which was the 
inspiration for the above piece, and a beautiful book about a Shropshire 
House and garden which I would highly recommend. 

 
++++++++++ 
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Shop or tailor’s dummies or 
 mannequins for our Christmas Nativity scene? 

 
If you know of anyone who would be prepared  

to loan,  (or sell us very cheaply!),  5 shop dummies from mid 
December until mid January please see one of  

the wardens or Rose Hayward 
++++++++++ 
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“Dear Mr Minister...   

- I know God loves everybody but then he never met my sister. Yours 

sincerely, Arnold. Age 8. 

- Please say in your sermon that Peter Peterson has been a good boy all 

week. I am Peter Peterson. Sincerely, Pete. Age 9. 

- My father should be a minister too. Every day he gives me a sermon 

about something. Robert Anderson, age 11. 

- I'm sorry I can't leave more money in the plate, but my father didn't give 

me a raise in my allowance. Could you have a sermon about a raise in 

my allowance? Love, Patty. Age 10. 

- My mother is very religious. She goes to play bingo at church every 

week even if she has a cold. Yours truly, Annette. Age 9. 

- I would like to go to heaven someday because I know my brother won't 

be there. Stephen. Age 8.  

- I think a lot more people would come to your church if you moved it to 

Disneyland. Loreen. Age 9. 

- I liked your sermon where you said that good health is more important 

than money but I still want a raise in my allowance. Sincerely, Eleanor. 

Age 12. 



September Crossword 
 

�
 
CLUES 
Across 
8. Where the ark of the covenant was kept for 20 years (1 Samuel 7:1) (7,6). 9. One of 
the parts of the body on which blood and oil were put in the ritual cleansing from 
infectious skin diseases (Leviticus 14:14–17) (3). 10. Uncomfortable (3,2,4) 11‘Yet I 
have loved Jacob, but Esau I have — ’ (Malachi 1:3) (5). 13. Where Paul said farewell to 
the elders of the church in Ephesus  (Acts 20:17) (7) . 16. ‘Jesus bent down and — to 
write on the ground with his finger’ (John 8:6) (7). 19. Prophet from Moresheth (Jeremiah 
26:18) (5). 22. Comes between Exodus and Numbers (9). 24 and 2 Down. ‘Then 
Elkanah went home to Ramah, but the boy ministered before the Lord under — the — ’ 
(1 Samuel 2:11) (3,6). 25. There was no room for them in the inn (Luke 2:7) (4,3,6) 
 
Down 
1. Rough drawing (2 Kings 16:10) (6). 2. See 24 Across. 3. Underground literature 
(including Christian books) circulated in the Soviet Union (8).  4. Lo, mash (anag.) (6)  
5. The Bible’s shortest verse: ‘Jesus — ’ (John 11:35) (4). 6. ‘Can a mother forget the 
baby at her — and have no compassion on the child she has borne?’ (Isaiah 49:15) (6)  
7. Can be seen in a dying fire (Psalm 102:3) (6). 12. ‘Send me, therefore, a man... 
experienced in the — of engraving, to work in Judah and Jerusalem’ (2 Chronicles 2:7) 
(3). 14. Second city of Cyprus (8). 15. United Nations Association (1,1,1). 16.One of the 
women who first heard that Jesus had risen from the dead (Mark 16:1) (6). 17. Braved 
(anag.) (6). 18. — of Evangelism, outreach initiative in the 1990s (6). 20. ‘Woe to those 
who are wise in their own eyes and — in their own sight’ (Isaiah 5:21) (6). 21. ‘Neither 
— nor depth... will be able to separate us from the love of God’ (Romans 8:39) (6).  
23. What Jesus shed in 5 Down (4) 
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Friday   3rd   3.00pm to 4.00pm Cllr C. Patrick - Surgery 
Sunday   5th   8.30a.m Holy Eucharist  
  10.45a.m.  Parish Eucharist  
  12.30p.m. Holy Baptism x 2 
  No Evening Service  
Monday   6th   2.00p.m. Monday Leaders Meeting 
    3.15p.m. Children's Agap�  with Adults 
Tuesday   7th 10.30a.m. Holy Eucharist  
    7.45p.m. Knit & Natter ( Craft Group) 
    7.45p.m. Christmas Grotto Meeting  
Wednesday   8th 7.30p.m. Deanery Synod   
Thursday   9th 10.00a.m. Time 4 Fun  0 - 5yrs 
Friday 10th   6.30p.m. Junior Youth Group 
Saturday 11th 10.00p.m. to 4.00p.m. Open Day/ Gift Day 
  All Welcome - refreshments  
Sunday 12th   8.30a.m Holy Eucharist  
  10.45a.m.  Parish Eucharist 
  12.30p.m. Holy Baptism x 1 
  No Evening Service  
Monday 13th   3.15p.m. Children's Agap�  with Adults 
Tuesday 14th 10.30a.m. Holy Eucharist  
Thursday 15th 10.00a.m. Time 4 Fun  0 - 5yrs 
Friday 16th   6.30p.m. Junior Youth Group 
Sunday 19th   8.30a.m Holy Eucharist  
  10.45a.m.  Parish Eucharist 
  12.30p.m. Holy Baptism x 1 
  No Evening Service  
    7.30p.m. Knit & Natter ( Craft Group) 
Monday 20th   3.15p.m. Children's Agap�  with Adults 
Tuesday 21st 10.30a.m. Holy Eucharist  
    7.45p.m. Parochial Church Council Meeting 
Thursday 23rd 10.00a.m. Time 4 Fun  0 - 5yrs 
Friday 24th   6.30p.m. Junior Youth Group 
Saturday 25th   9.30a.m. to 1.00p.m. Decorate Church for Harvest 
    3.00p.m. Wedding  
Sunday 26th HARVEST SUNDAY   
    8.30a.m Holy Eucharist  

  
10.45a.m.  Parish Eucharist with Holy 

 Baptism x 3 
  15.00p.m.                   Ecumenical Service   
Monday 27th   3.15p.m. Children's Agap�  with Adults 
Tuesday 28th 10.30a.m. Holy Eucharist  
Thursday 30th 10.00a.m. Time 4 Fun  0 - 5yrs 
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Back to Church Sunday – 26 September   

The last Sunday in September is a very special one for this church – 
when we hope to welcome many of the friends and neighbours of 
members of our church to our special annual Back to Church Sunday 
service. 

Last September, in 2009, 82,000 people across the country came 
‘back to church’ at the invitation of their Christian friends and 
neighbours. This year the churches are hoping to attract even more.  

As always, we build our ‘Back to Church’ Sunday congregation by 
basing it on the personal invitation of one church member to one 
friend. If you are a member of this church, keep thinking and praying 
about whom you will invite. The neighbours on your right, or your left? 
If you are not a member of this church, do you know anyone who is, 
who would accompany you to church that morning? If not, you might 
consider coming along on your own  - you’ll be most welcome! 

 
++++++++++ 

 

Hearing is not believing   

A wise schoolteacher sent this note to all parents on the first day of 
school: ‘If you promise not to believe everything your child says 
happens at school, I’ll promise not to believe everything he or she 
says happens at home.’ 

++++++++++ 
 
 
August Crossword Solution . 
ACROSS: 1, John. 3, And James. 8, Near. 9, Omission. 11, Theocratic. 14, Asleep. 
15, By-path. 17, Stalingrad. 20, Backbone. 21, Baca. 22, Whose eye. 23, Seth.  
DOWN: 1, Jonathan. 2, Heavenly. 4, No meat. 5, Justifying. 6, Maid. 7, Sins. 10, 
Acceptable. 12, Marriage. 13, Shadrach. 16, Plenty. 18, A bow. 19, ECHO. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Can you make a stand? 
You may not have considered giving to church by 
standing order, but regular giving in this way helps our 
treasurer plan more effectively and budget more 

accurately. 
 
Many of us use standing orders to pay council tax, energy bills and 
water rates, so why not think about making your gift to God in the 
same way? 
 
Paying by standing order also avoids the Sunday morning scrabble to 
find the money to put in your envelope! 
 
If you think this is for you, please speak to our treasurerto get the 
necessary account details to give to your bank. Remember to ensure 
that the reference which appears on the church’s bank statement 
identifies you; this enables accurate audit trails for Gift Aid purposes. 
 
Don’t like the plate passing you by? Ask one of the 
wardens for a standing order card which you can put on 
the plate instead of an envelope, these are available as 
you come into church.   

++++++++++ 
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Financial Solutions North West have access to the 

whole of the market and can help you with all of yo ur 
mortgage needs. 

We offer a free, no obligation  consultation and can also 
advise and help you with all of your protection nee ds 
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Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep 
up repayments on your mortgage  
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SEPTEMBER WORDSEARCH 

September is a month of change – of endings and beginnings.   
Summer gives way to Autumn, to spider webs wet with dew, to 
harvest in the fields, to all things mellow and fruitful.   Suddenly, 
the pace of life picks up again – holidays are over, and it is back to 
work and back to school time.   University beckons, with hours of 
study amid stacks of books in the library.  The new season is 
underway!  Historically, the Church celebrates All Angels Day and 
St Matthew the Evangelist, among others, this month.  

 
LEAVES 
SPIDERS 
FRUITS  
FRUITFULNESS 
MISTS 
MELLOW 
FIELDS 
AUTUMN  
STUDY  
ANGEL  
MATTHEW 
SCHOOL 
HOMEWORK  
TEACHER  
BOOKS  
LEARN  
UNIVERSITY 
HOMESICK  
STUDENTS  
COOLER 
 
 
 
 
 

Seeking asylum  
 
Two members of our congregation 
Maryam and her daughter, Niloufar, have 
had to leave their flat. At the time of 
going to press we are still waiting for 
news of more permanent 
accommodation. Their story offers an 
interesting insight into the experience of 
seeking asylum in the UK. 
 
Maryam and Niloufar joined us nearly four 
years ago having come to the UK from Iran seeking asylum status. The 
ground of their application was the violence to both of them by Maryam’s 
husband, Niloufar’s father. They had been forced to leave their home and go 
into hiding and Maryam was then accused of adultery with the man who had 
sheltered them, In recent years  hundreds of women of various ages accused 
of adultery have been and continue to be stoned to death throughout Iran. 
After some time their application for asylum was refused by the Home Office 
as was their appeal. Last September they made a fresh submission on the 
grounds of their conversion to Christianity. Since joining St George’s Maryam 
and Niloufar had been baptized and confirmed. This was their personal 
decision to seek a faith which was, in their view, more compassionate and 
forgiving than Islam. It did not form part of their original application. They are 
awaiting the outcome of this fresh application.  
 
Meanwhile in August they received notification that their funding under 
section 95 (for adults with dependent children) now ceased as Niloufar had 
become 18. Their funding now ceased and they had 14 days to leave their 
accommodation. They could if they wished apply for Section 4 funding, which 
would include housing, and this they did on August 20. Though they are still 
awaiting the outcome of this application Happy Homes (the local landlord 
under contract to the UK Border Agency) insisted that they leave the property 
which they did on September 1st thus becoming homeless once again. On 
September 2nd they will queue, along with many other asylum seekers, for an 
appointment with an adviser at Refugee Action in Manchester to see if they 
can get information about their Section 4 funding. 
 
Maryam and Niloufar are grateful for the help and support they have received 
from people at St George’s. Please continue to pray for them. Updates will 
be posted on the church website.     
  

Ian 
 



 

 

 

 

 
VALLEY UPHOLSTERY 

 
 

Fire-side chairs 
Dining Chair seats 

All types of upholstery 
+ 

Foam cut to size, cushions etc. 
 

87A  MARKET STREET 
STALYBRIDGE 

Tel: 0161 303 0769 
 

Dave Etches 
FREE ESTIMATES 

Tel. 0161 430 6950 

07976 959494 

Plasterer  
 

‘Nutley’ 
125 Compstall Road 

Romiley 
Cheshire 
SK6 4HX 

    

H. REVELL &  SONS H. REVELL &  SONS H. REVELL &  SONS H. REVELL &  SONS 
LTD.LTD.LTD.LTD.    
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Pre-payment Plans arranged 
�
�
�
�

96 Stamford Street  
Stalybridge 
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THE BAKERS 
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Est.1922 

44-46 RIDGEHILL LANE 
STALYBRIDGE 
0161 338 2177 

164 MOSSLEY ROAD 
ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE 

0161 330 1341 


